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Graduate Student Senate
General Assembly Meeting

February 10, 2021
 https://lehigh.zoom.us/j/92992708503 

Kadia Hylton-Fraser is stepping in to replace Jess as the president of GSS.
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Agenda

● Provost Nathan Urban
● GSS Updates 
● Ali Erk 
● Yvonne Lee
● Announcements
● Open Floor

● If interested in participating in COVID response team, email GSS President 
Kadia Hylton-Fraser

Provost Nathan Urban:
● Two most important parts of COVID response that were under stress:

○ Close contact tracing
■ Average close contacts was between 15 and 20, so there is a 

huge amount of work that needs to happen here
○ Most transmission was happening in off-campus settings, when people 

were gathering without masks
■ Little evidence for transmission in classrooms or the library
■ Unclear with dining and fitness center

● Action steps
○ Increasing the number of people trained to do contact tracing
○ Increasing in-person courses
○ Increasing testing

■ Every undergrad is tested every week or every other week, at 
minimum

● Current numbers - nearly 10% positive with undergrads; looking at what steps 
to take to restrict access on campus

Questions for Provost Urban:
● Has there been consideration for expansion of testing for grad students who 

live in off-campus housing for graduate student?
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○ If someone is a close contact, that testing is available
○ This particular question has not come up yet; Provost Urban will bring 

to COVID response team
● Why no expansion of testing for research assistants?

○ Provost Urban will bring to COVID response team
● Seeing large groups of students entering off-campus parties with no masks; 

are LUPD and BPD taking steps to shut down these parties? Will there be 
consequences?

○ Undergraduates assume that we must know about these things 
happening and are knowingly not responding

○ It is important for students to let LUPD know; there is an anonymous 
reporting system on the COVID response website

○ Students identified go through the student conduct system
■ Consequences have been increased for this semester

● Is university communicating with faculty about plans for shut-down plans?
●
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External Committee Positions
Graduate and Research Committee - Need 1
University Committee on Discipline - Need 2-4
Faculty Committee on Student Life - Need 1
University Appeals Committee - Need 1-2
Leadership Awards Committee - Need 1
Faculty Committee on Facilities Planning - Need 1
Library Users Committee - Need 1
Visiting Lecturers Committee - Need 1

**Please share this with your units!**
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External Affairs Updates
Grad Student Coalition (MIT and CMU) drafted letters for the 
executive and legislative branches of government outlining priorities 
for graduate students - would like support from other GSOs

7 letters total: education, OSTP, EPA, DHS, DoD, congressional 
leadership and judiciary committees

NAGPS NE Conference will be February 27th 10am-4pm - more 
details on registration for this next week (free for all students of 
member schools)

acs517@lehigh.edu - External affairs
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Career Center

Sign up on Handshake for both of these opportunities.



alse98@lehigh.edu

Career Center
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Done by the Grad Life Office & Center for Innovation in Teaching & Learning
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Center for Gender Equity
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Information Pages for Graduate Students
Graduate Life Office Homepage:
https://gradlife.web.lehigh.edu/

Graduate Student COVID-19 Information Page:
https://www.lehigh.edu/~inprv/organization/graduate

Lehigh COVID-19 Information Center:
https://coronavirus.lehigh.edu/

Resources for off-campus testing: 
https://studentaffairs.lehigh.edu/content/covid-19-testing-resources-0 
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Covid guidelines for graduate students

https://tinyurl.com/lehighcovidguidelinesforgrads
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Mental Health - Self-Care

Mental health tip of the week: Take breaks! 

With the school year picking up, make sure you are taking breaks from your computer. Try scheduling 
meetings for 45 or 50 minutes, instead of 1 hour, so that you have time to stretch, take a quick walk, 
drink some water, or check in with a friend. If you're working independently, set an alarm on your 
phone/computer for every 45 minutes or so to take a quick break! 

Bonus tip: Download the headspace app - practicing mindfulness, even just for 1 minute per day can 
make a big difference. 
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Mental Health - Self-Care

https://tinyurl.com/LehighSelfCare
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1pdoAf-MkxeOB8pAM4qGge4TagErylDXJzijaoDCM7pY/edit?usp=sharing
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Mental Health Resources 
Counseling Center access is still available via Zoom or phone 

After hours counselor always available.
Dial (610)758-3880, select “0” on the keypad

Therapists in the Lehigh Valley Database 
Put together by grad student Natania Lipp

Keep up to date: 

https://studentaffairs.lehigh.edu/content/covid-19-counseling-psychological-services-updates
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Subscribe to GLO’s YouTube Channel
https://youtube.com/channel/UClVTXEgcMgCJJ8mqxcjTU7A
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Suggestion/Concern Form
Send the E-Board feedback
What issues are you facing as a grad?
Submissions can be anonymous

https://bitly.com/GSSsuggest
https://forms.gle/H45JrxGbjXb45qdh7
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Open Floor
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